
Mercer Co. Federation Minutes         Page 1 of 6     

 

National Rifle Association Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmenôs Clubs 

State Political / Education Affiliate County Affiliate 

* Dedicated to Promoting Better Outdoor Recreation and Cooperation Between the Farmers and Sportsmen since 1935 * 

 

MERCER COUNTY FEDERATION OF SPORTSMEN'S CLUBS, Inc. 
FurFinFeather Sportsmenôs Association Harthegig Conservation Club           Hadley Rod & Gun Club       

Mercer Co. Coonhunters Association          Sandy Lake Sportsmenôs Club  
Hidden Valley Sportsmen's Club          Pardoe Sportsmenôs Association 

 

 
 

Help the Federation by becoming an Individual member.   
Visit http://mcfsc.net/Membership.html 

 
 
Meeting Date:  August 25, 2010       Held at:  Stoneboro Fairgrounds 

 

Time Meeting Called to Order:  19:05 hrs  Time Meeting Adjourn:   20:35 hrs 

 

Chaired By:  President Fordyce     Number In Attendance:  21 

 

Officers Present:   
President Fordyce, V. President Anderson, Secretary Myers, Treasurer Tidd, Delegate Preston, Alt Delegate McDaniel 

 

Affil iated Clubs with Delegates Present:  
FurFinFeather, Harthegig, CoonHunters, Sandy Lake, Hidden Valley, and Pardoe  

 

Resource Agency Represented:  
Pa. Fish & Boat Commission, DCNR Forestry, and Pa Game Commission 

 

Life, Associate, & Club Members and Visitors Present:  

Bo Preston, Carl Rhoades, Jim Stoops (District 1 Trappers), Marcus Kohan 

 

Guest Speakers: No Report 

 

Last Month's Minutes:    
Motion made and seconded with a unanimous vote to accept the July minutes. 

 

Northwest Division Minutes:    

¶ Minutes have or will be emailed soon. 

¶ Next meeting will be September 12
th
, 2010 at Goddard State Park #3 Launch Pavilion. 

 

State Resolutions: 

¶ Resolution #1:  Increase of Fines for use of ATVôs on State Game Lands 

¶ Resolution #2:  Request for game lands to be open for all huntable species on Sunday 
Club Vote #1 Vote #2 

Harthegig Abstain Abstain 

Hadly Not Present Not Present 

CoonHunters Yea Yea 

Sandy Lake Yea Yea 

Hidden Valley Yea Yea 

Pardoe Yea Yea 

FurFinFeather Yea Nay 

 
Secretary's Report:  

¶ Small Game of Chance license has been renewed for 2010-2011.  Secretary has possession of the license. 
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Treasurer's Report:  

¶ Treasurer has written several checks since the last meeting.   

¶ Balance was given 

¶ Motion to accept and second was given 

State Delegate Report:  

¶ PFSC's Annual Fall Convention September 17, 18, 19, 2010 at the Holiday Inn Conference Center in Breinigsville, PA 18031 

¶ Revised By-Laws of the PFSC is attached below.  Some changes are as follows: 

o Us of PFSC logo will be know in advance and have Board approval 

o New e-Membership is available 

o Reduction of Board of Directors.  One per division 

o Elimination of Firearm and Conservation director 

o The Club Affiliation process was revisited. 

¶ The state office is being restructured for personnel 

¶ State office building is still up for sale.  PFSC is using the facility until building is sold. 

¶ There is search underway for a new Executive Director 

¶ Junior Eisenhuth of Clarion County will receive the Hall of Fame award at the Fall Convention 

 

Bylaws6-10[1].pdf

 

Committee Reports: 
 

*Membership Committee: No report 

 

*Youth Field Day Committee: No Report  

 

*Fund-Raiser Committee:  No Report 

 

*Old Timers Dinner Committee:  No report 

 

*Awards Committee:  No report 

 

*Legislative  Committee:    

¶ The Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmenôs Club has updated the website.  The site now list PA bills that need to be 

watched with a careful eye.  Visit the Legislative site at http://www.pfsc.org/LegislativeCenter/tabid/140/Default.aspx. 

 

*Conservation Committee: No Report 

 

*Stoneboro Fair Committee:  

¶ This years raffle will include four prizes. 

o Savage .17 caliber rifle 

o .50 caliber muzzleloader 

o HI Point semi-auto pistol  .380 caliber 

o Radisson Hotel Getaway package.  One night with Dinner, Breakfast, and Champagne 

¶ Tickets will be $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00 

¶ Winners will have the option to take the prize or $100 cash. 

¶ Affiliated Clubs should have some type of presentation at the fair.  This can be as simple as a brochure to describe your club. 

¶ Anyone that needs access to the building should contact Dennis Anderson at (724) 699 ï 5349 

¶ Dennis Anderson will purchase 15 wrist bands for entrance to the Stoneboro Fair.  Bands should be used by volunteers that 

will work more than two days.  Any volunteer working one day will pay entrance fee into the fair and can get reimbursed or 

accept raffle tickets. 

¶ 2000 raffle tickets were purchased.  Tickets were passed out at the August meeting to be sold.  Any unsold tickets need to be 

turned in so they can be sold at the fair. 

¶ Radisson Hotel of West Middlesex donated a Splash package hotel stay for one night.  This will be used for one of the fair 

raffle prizes.  In addition, we purchased another night for an additional prize if needed.  We can use the second night at a later 

time if needed. 

¶ Firearm prizes for the raffle were purchased at Mauryôs Gun Shop in Franklin Pa.  A check will be sent to Mauryôs for $100.  

Remaining balance will be paid off after the fair. 

http://www.pfsc.org/LegislativeCenter/tabid/140/Default.aspx
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¶ Soda and water will be available onsite for the volunteers.  If you would like to provide a snack, pleas coordinate with Dennis 

Anderson. (e.g Sloppy Joes, cold cuts, etc.) 

¶ Once again, the ever popular ñName the Animalò game will be at the fair.   

 

*Poster Contest Committee:  No report 

 

*Audit Committee:  No report 

 

*Sam Aubel Committee:   

¶ Three member committees met last month and had the following ideas: 

o Looking at a possible March ï April  date.   

o Location has not been selected.  Any suggestions, inform President Fordyce 

o Looking into getting donations for prizes. 

o Have door prizes and kid prizes 

o Have clubs purchase tables to showcase their club at the event 

¶ Any suggestions, contact Bob Fordyce, Dennis Anderson, or Todd Shipton. 

 

 

Resource Agency Reports: 
 

US Army Corp of Engineers - Shenango Lake:  No Report 

 

Pa. Fish & Boat Commission:  

¶ The new waterways conservation officers, their home county and assigned regions are: 

o Chad Doyle, 36, (Venango County), assigned to south central Crawford and eastern Mercer counties; 

¶ The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and PA Fish and Boat Commission will be sponsoring a Family 

Fishing Program at M. K. Goddard State Park on Sunday, September 19, 2010 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The session starts 

by learning basic fishing skills including types of gear, knots, and casting practice. The session ends with fishing on the 

shores of Lake Wilhelm. 

¶ Below is the local fish report for the area: 

 

Lake Wilhelm  
Numerous panfish continue to be caught from shore, with most being on the small side. Walleye continue to be caught lake-

wide with most ranging 18 to 25 inches. Nice sized bass have been observed at recent tournaments. Lunker size bass are 

ranging around 5 lbs. A 45 inch Muskie was taken at the end of July. 

Shenango Reservoir 

The lake water temperature is now in the 80 degree Fahrenheit range. Most fish are in the deeper river channel. Catfish 

fishing has not slowed down much, there are still large catches being made throughout the lake. 

Boating is in full swing, with the hot air temperatures and warm water temperatures people are enjoying themselves by the 

water. It will not be long until school is back in session, so get out and enjoy the water while it lasts. Another note for 

Shenango Reservoir boaters, the water level is low this time of year. Be especially careful around the shoals in the area of 

Golden Run, before the 10 horsepower area, and the one that sticks up across the bay from the marina. These areas are known 

to damage both boats and props.  Fishing for Catfish is going well with worms. 

Conneaut Lake 
Reports of a few nice sized bluegills are being caught in deeper water. Lots of northern pike continue to be reported. Bass 

fishermen have been picking up some nice sized fish. The recent United Way Bass Tournament produced lots of largemouth 

bass and seven nice smallmouth bass. Winning weight was 20.12 pounds for an eight fish limit and the lunker was 4.81 lbs. 

Goddard State Park: No Report 

 

DCNR Forestry: 

¶ Mark Bodamer has accepted a promotion and is working out of Clarion County.   

¶ Position is vacant and other counties have been filling in for now. 

¶ Effective August 9, 2010 Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding signed an order of quarantine 

expanding the Commonwealthôs EAB Interior Quarantine by adding 31counties to the 12 counties currently under 

quarantine. Pennsylvaniaôs EAB quarantine now includes the counties of:   

     Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Bedford, Blair, Butler, Cambria, Cameron, Centre, Clarion, Clearfield, Clinton, Columbia, 
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Crawford, Cumberland, Elk, Erie, Fayette, Forest, Franklin, Fulton, Greene, Huntingdon, Indiana, Jefferson, Juniata, 

Lawrence, Lycoming, McKean, Mercer, Mifflin, Montour, Northumberland, Perry, Potter, Snyder, Somerset, Tioga, Union, 

Venango, Washington, Warren and Westmoreland counties.    

    The considerable quarantine expansion was based on new detections in PA, coupled with new detections and quarantines 

in neighboring states and a desire to consolidate the quarantined area.  

 

Pa. Game Commission:  

 

¶ House Bill 1859 is final.  Increases penalties for poaching.  This takes effect September 9
th
, 2010.  WCOs are receiving Act 

54 training on the new penalties. 

¶ Cable restraint class at Western Reserve on 9-13-10.  

¶ Pardoe Sportsmen to host Hunter Ed. on September 9
th
 and 11

th
. 

¶ Bear check station not at northwest regional office.  Moved to Moraine State Park. 

¶ Northwest regional office will be temporally moved to the armory building on Rt 8 North. 

¶ Money for the building is coming from the ñGrowing Greenerò fund.  This is not costing hunters any money. 

¶ Dove and Goose season to open on 9/1/10 

¶ Application deadlines are fast approaching for waterfowl hunters interested in being selected for the limited number of goose 

 blinds at the controlled hunting areas at the Pennsylvania Game Commissionôs Pymatuning or Middle Creek wildlife 

management areas during the regular Canada goose season.  Applications for the Pymatuning Wildlife Management Area 

will be accepted through the mail until Sept. 11, at: PGC Pymatuning Wildlife Management Area, 9552 Hartstown Rd., 

Hartstown, PA 16131. A public drawing will be held at 10 a.m., Sept. 18.  

¶ Area WCOs have had success with banded wood ducks in the area.   

¶ WCO Don Chaybin having a raffle on behalf of the Bish Family.  Jerry Bishôs, land management supervisor, daughter was 

involved in an accident.  To help defray the costs, a raffle is being held.  Donations are also being requested if possible.  

Please contact WCO Don Chaybin.  See attachment A 

¶ **Motion made**  by Dennis Anderson: MCFSC to review this topic after the fair.  If possible, a donation will be made. 

 

Miscellaneous: 
New Business:   

Club Announcements:  

¶ Grove City Sportsmenôs Club was broken into and many items were stolen.  Individuals vandalized the building by breaking 

down doors and breaking windows and locks.  UPDATE: Police have located some of the items.  Investigation is still 

underway. 

¶ Hidden Valley Sportsmenôs Club is having a Gun Show on 9/25 ï 9/26.  See Attachment B 

 

Next Meeting: 

¶ Next Meeting: September 22, 2010 at 7 PM at Sandy Lake Sportsmenôs Club.    

Jan 27 2010 Greenville   July 28  2010  Harthegig 

Feb 24 2010 Coonhunters   Aug 25 2010 Fair Grounds 

Mar  24 2010 Harthegig   Sep  22  2010 Sandy Lake 

Apr   28 2010 Hidden Valley   Oct  27  2010 Pardoe 

May  26  2010  Pardoe   Nov 17  2010  Coon Hunters 

June  23 2010  Hadley   Dec  15  2010 Hidden Valley 

¶  

Disclaimer: Reports contained in these minutes are as given by the reporter and don't necessarily reflect the stand or opinion of the 

Mercer Co. Federation or any of its affiliates. Any wording found within these minutes in italic form is a Secretary note or comment 

only and not directly related to the report or reporter. Any questions regarding information contained in these minutes should be 

addressed immediately to the Co. Secretary listed below. Please ask rather than Assume! 

Minutes taken and entered by Secretary Myers 

*Secretary contact information: Shawn Myers/ 523 N Broad St / Grove City, PA 16127/ Cell 724-974-9886 /E-Mail  

 mercer.county.federation@gmail.com   www.mcfsc.net 

Mercer County Federation website is available.  Please visit the site at WWW.MCFSC.NET   Feel free to offer suggestions to add 

content to the site.  Individual clubs should review their club page and supply content.  Email suggestions to 

mercer.county.federation@gmail.com. 
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Attachment A 

 
 

Friends, 

 

On May 26
th
 Taylor Bish was tragically injured in a car/motorcycle accident in Vernon Twp., 

Crawford County. Taylor is the 21 year old daughter of Jerry and Debora Bish from Conneaut 

Lake, PA.  Taylor was hospitalized for nearly 5 weeks and underwent numerous surgical 

procedures. Fortunate to survive, Taylor did suffer extremely serious trauma to her leg which 

will require additional surgeries and extensive rehabilitation. 

 

As friends of the Bish family we are conducting a fund-raising drive to help offset the multitude 

of expenses Taylor now faces as she begins to travel the long road to recovery. An independent 

young woman with a bright future, who had recently completed her education and had a new 

job and apartment, Taylor is now without an income! Everyone is hopeful that she will (at some 

point) be able to return to work, but that may be many months away. Meanwhile, her various 

expenses continue to accumulate, and thatôs something we can assist with. 

We are asking for your help in the form of a donation that will help make this fundraiser 

successful. Our plans are to solicit donations (perhaps as many as 10 major items) and then use 

those items as prizes for a benefit raffle. The raffle tickets will be distributed statewide in PA by 

co-workers & fellow officers of Jerry, and locally by family friends. There will be a public 

drawing for the prizes conducted at a date & location to be determined (probably in late 

October).  

 

An account for ñThe Taylor Bish Benefit Fundò has been established at Greenville Savings 

Bank, 233 Main St., Greenville, PA 16125.  Donations to ñThe Taylor Bish Benefit Fundò c/o 

Donald G. Chaybin can be made at the bank, or mailed to the address below. 

Thank you very much for your generosity and support of this effort to help Taylor with these 

financial hardships so that she may focus on the ultimate goal of physical therapy and a 

complete recovery. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Donald G. Chaybin 

P.O. Box 247 

Greenville, PA 16125 

Home # 724-588-1686 or Cell # 724-456-2321 

e-mail address dchaybin@neo.rr.com 
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Attachment B 
 

 


