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National Rifle Association Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmenôs Clubs 

State Political / Education Affiliate County Affiliate 

* Dedicated to Promoting Better Outdoor Recreation and Cooperation Between the Farmers and Sportsmen since 1935 * 

 

MERCER COUNTY FEDERATION OF SPORTSMEN'S CLUBS, Inc. 
FurFinFeather Sportsmenôs Association Harthegig Conservation Club           Hadley Rod & Gun Club       

Mercer Co. Coonhunters Association          Sandy Lake Sportsmenôs Club  
Hidden Valley Sportsmen's Club          Pardoe Sportsmenôs Association 

 

 
 

Help the Federation by becoming an Individual member.   
Visit http://mcfsc.net/Membership.html 

 
 
Meeting Date:  July 28, 2010       Held at:  Harthegig Conservation Club 

 

Time Meeting Called to Order:  19:05 hrs  Time Meeting Adjourn:   20:30 hrs 

 

Chaired By:  President Fordyce     Number In Attendance:  18 

 

Officers Present:   
President Fordyce, V. President Anderson, Secretary Myers, Treasurer Tidd, Delegate Preston, Alt Delegate McDaniel 

 

Affiliated Clubs with Delegates Present:  
FurFinFeather, Harthegig,  Hadley, CoonHunters, Hidden Valley, and Pardoe  

 

Resource Agency Represented:  
Pa. Fish & Boat Commission, DCNR Goodard, US Army Corp of Eng., and Pa Game Commission 

 

Life, Associate, & Club Members and Visitors Present:  

 

Guest Speakers: No Report 

 

Last Month's Minutes:    
Motion made and seconded with a unanimous vote to accept the June minutes. 

 

Northwest Division Minutes:    

 

State Resolutions: 

¶ See attachment A and B for the two state resolutions.  Please discuss at your next club meeting and get a vote 

on how your  club stands for the August meeting. 
Secretary's Report: 

¶ Dues were collected from FurFinFeather and a check was mailed to the State office. 

¶ A refund was given to FurFinFeather.  A motion was made at the April 2010 meeting to allow a 50% discount for the 

membership for the remaining of the year.    

Treasurer's Report:  

¶ Treasurer has not written any checks since the last meeting. 

¶ Balance was given 

¶ Motion to accept and second was given 

State Delegate Report:  

¶ PFSC's Annual Fall Convention September 17, 18, 19, 2010 at the Holiday Inn Conference Center in Breinigsville, PA 18031 

¶ The state office is still be run on a volunteer basis 

¶ The new due restructure will take effect in January 2011.  This will have little effect on the Mercer County Clubs this 

upcoming year. 
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¶ The ñWhatôs your beefò raffle was successful.  Winners were all from Clarion County.  The profit from the raffle may be 

used to purchase e-memberships of the PFSC.  Member buys one year at $15, NW Division will purchase one year. 

¶ The location for meeting for the NW Division will be announced in the minutes that will be out shortly.  The PGC building in 

Franklin is set for demolition. 

 

 

Committee Reports: 
 

*Membership Committee: No report 

 

*Youth Field Day Committee: No Report  

 

*Fund-Raiser Committee:  No Report 

 

*Old Timers Dinner Committee:  No report 

 

*Awards Committee:  No report 

 

*Legislative  Committee:    

¶ The Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmenôs Club has updated the website.  The site now list PA bills that need to be 

watched with a careful eye.  Visit the Legislative site at http://www.pfsc.org/LegislativeCenter/tabid/140/Default.aspx. 

 

*Conservation Committee: No Report 

 

*Stoneboro Fair Committee:  

¶ Planning is underway for the 2010 Stoneboro Fair Federation building. 

¶ Lakeview School Districtôs fourth grade class will be visiting the Federation building this year.  

¶ US Corp of Engineers has donated water safety color books for the fair to pass out. 

¶ This years raffle will include four prizes. 

o Savage .17 caliber rifle 

o .50 caliber muzzleloader 

o HI Point semi-auto pistol  .380 caliber 

o Radisson Hotel Getaway package.  One night with Dinner, Breakfast, and Champagne 

¶ Tickets will be $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00 

¶ President Fordyce is getting tickets printed and will mail tickets to the delegates.  Begin selling the tickets when you receive 

them. 

¶ Winners will have the option to take the prize or $100 cash. 

¶ $100 dollars was allotted for prizes for the kids 

¶ V. President and committee chairman will look into the bracelets for the fair and will get the info for the next meeting. 

 

*Poster Contest Committee:  No report 

 

*Audit Committee:  No report 

 

*Sam Aubel Committee:  No report 

 

 

Resource Agency Reports: 
 

US Army Corp of Engineers - Shenango Lake:  No Report 

¶ Campground is still going steady 

¶ The 4
th
 of July weekend went well 

¶ Fishing is slowing down 

¶ Plans are being made to attract more wildlife to the area 

¶ There was a near drowning accident.  The individual did survive after other boater found the man. 

Pa. Fish & Boat Commission:  

¶ See attachments C, D, E.   

¶ Good luck to WCO John Hopkins.  Thank you for service to Mercer County area. 

http://www.pfsc.org/LegislativeCenter/tabid/140/Default.aspx
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¶ There was a boat accident on the Shenago Reservoir.  A girl was riding behind a boat when the clip broke loose and attached 

to the girl tearing her skin.  

¶ New Northwest Commissioner confirmed by the Senate on June 21
St
.  Commissioner Edward Mascharka III of Erie County 

¶ The 19
th
 WCO Cadet Class is set for Graduation on August 12

th
. 

¶ Eight cadets have been selected for the 20
th
 WCO Cadet Class. 

¶ Below is the local fish report for the area: 

Lake Wilhelm  
The fishing pier is now open near the marina.  Numerous panfish continue to be caught with most on the small side.  Walleye 

continue to be caught lake-wide with most ranging 18 to 25 inches. Some anglers are reporting numerous catches of sub-legal 

walleye also.   Reports of nice sized bass have also been reported and observed.   A few musky have be reported in recent 

weeks. 

 
The restored fishing pier at Lake Wilhelm 

Shenango Reservoir 

Crappie have moved into deeper water because of the warm surface temperature.  Anglers should try fishing for them on deep-water 

structure.  White bass have started showing up in the evenings; they can be caught at the surface while chasing schools of shad.  Know 

the difference between white bass and hybrid striped bass.   There has been little to no trout pressure, however there are still holdovers 

that can be caught.  Try fishing in the deeper holes, or during cool weather of the evening hatch.  Boating is in full swing, with the hot 

air temperatures and warm water temperatures, people are enjoying themselves by the water.  Double check your safety equipment to 

make sure everything is in working order.  Another common mistake that is made when brining guests aboard your boat is 

overloading. Make sure that the capacity is not exceeded and that you have extra wearable PFDôs for each individual that you bring on 

board. 

Conneaut Lake 
 

The bite continues to be slow.  Reports of a few bluegill, crappie, and northern pike have been reported.  Bass fishermen have been 

picking up some nice sized fish.  Walleye have been observed being caught on the east side in recent weeks.  As boating traffic picks 

up, boaters are reminded to use caution when launching at the PFBC Access Area.  Buoys have been placed marking the shoal and 

mid-channel.  Stay close to the mid-channel markers (red and white buoys) when launching at the PFBC Access. 

Goddard State Park:  

 

¶ Handicapped accessible fishing pier has been repaired and rehabbed by park staff with new composite lumber (many people 

using it.). Made possible by DCNR Grant managed by Pennsylvania Parks and Forest Foundation with matching funds 

donated by Friends of Goddard State Park (FROG). 

¶ Park staff currently replacing steps at dam. 

¶ Park owned portion of Creek Road has been paved (long hiatus). PADot did the road work with recycled asphalt (saved 

dollars for park). 

¶ Plans to re-shingle two pavilions late summer or early fall. 

¶ Will mow dam (August); annual dam inspection September (not anticipating any lake draw-down). 

¶ Park staff replaced quite a few Marina and public launch dock lights this season. 

¶ Hoping to begin American Woodcock Habitat work late fall or winter; park will need volunteers. Those interested in helping 

should contact Bill Wasser. 
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¶ Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission: did fish study late April 2010. Results will be posted on their website. Walleye, 

Bass, and Muskellunge populations looking very good. 

¶ PF&BC with help from Mercer County Bass masters and Boy Scout Troop (Hadley) added 20 porcupine cribs off of launch 4 

(May 1,2010). 

¶ Approximately 22 bass tournaments being held at Lake Wilhelm this year.  Good catches. 

¶ Marina closes October 31"; Boat rental tentatively scheduled to stay open until marina closes. Docks and public launches will 

remain in at least until then unless weather warrants otherwise. 

¶ Park has added recycling dumpster. 

¶ Pioneer Frolic, Teacher Workshop with McKeever ELC (sustainability), and National Gold Medal Award Event all went 

very well. 

¶ Pedal The Lakes Bike Tour will be held at the park on September 18, 2010: Sponsored by Mercer County Trails Association. 

¶ Hal Hart will hold a program at the park tentatively on August 21, 2010 to demonstrate fishing for snapping turtles and 

preparing them for turtle soup. Please contact the park office for details. 

¶ Park Manager Wasser will conduct a night hike open to the public some time in October. It will be called a Halloween hike 

but will deal with how animals associated with Halloween survive in the dark (bats, owls, cats, etc ...). Please contact the park 

office for details.  

¶ Chad Foster (PFBC) is determining possible dates for a late summer or early fall "Family Fishing Program" to be held at the 

park. Great opportunity to introduce families to the sport of fishing. 

¶ Park is currently discussing the potential of a program being conducted by Paul McConnell regarding outdoor "Dutch Oven 

Cooking". Wasser would like to see this grow into a Dutch oven cook-off type event.   

¶ Park staff looks forward to setting up for the annual event at the Stoneboro Fair (Howard Patton Wildlife Building). School 

program, however, is questionable at this point. 

¶ Park will participate in PADot Annual Open House on September 29, 2010 in Mercer. 

¶ Park hoping to schedule a "Biofuels Program" next spring with Ernst Seed to demonstrate switchgrass pelletizing. 

¶ FROG sponsored "Fishing Mentoring Program" put on hold until next April due to medical reasons. Those interested should 

contact FROG President Tony Picco lin. 

¶ Two young bald eagles fledged across from Marina this season. Hopefully, the adults will return to nest next year. Excellent 

photo ops. 

 

Pa. Game Commission:  

 

¶ House Bill 1859 is final.  Increases penalties for poaching 

¶ Cable restraint class at Hidden Valley on 8-8-10 four hour course 

¶ Jackson Center Field and Stream to host Hunter Ed. on August 19
th
 and 21

st
. 

¶ Pardoe Sportsmen to host Hunter Ed. on September 9
th
 and 11

th
. 

¶ Law enforcement issues have been slow. 

¶ Doeôs with fawn seen throughout the district 

¶ NAWEOA conference a big success with over 750 attending 

¶ Beaver complaints still on the rise.  Call for places to trap. 

¶ Cadets from the 28
th
 class at RLSC to begin field training on October 1

st
. 

¶ Bear check station not at northwest regional office.  Moved to Moraine State Park. 

¶ Northwest regional office will be temporally moved to the armory building on Rt 8 North. 

¶ Money for the building is coming from the ñGrowing Greenerò fund.  This is not costing hunters any money. 

¶ Banding class in Pymatuning for certified banders on August 2,3, and 4
th
. 

 

Miscellaneous: 
 

New Business:   

¶ Small Game of Chance license is up for renewal.  Secretary Myers will renew the license. 

 

Club Announcements:  

¶ Grove City Sportsmenôs Club was broken into and many items were stolen.  Individuals vandalized the building by breaking 

down doors and breaking windows and locks.   

 

Next Meeting: 

¶ Next Meeting: August 25, 2010 at 7 PM at Stoneboro Fair Ground.  COME EARLY TO HELP CLEAN 6pm    
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Jan 27 2010 Greenville   July 28  2010  Harthegig 

Feb 24 2010 Coonhunters   Aug 25 2010 Fair Grounds 

Mar  24 2010 Harthegig   Sep  22  2010 Sandy Lake 

Apr   28 2010 Hidden Valley   Oct  27  2010 Pardoe 

May  26  2010  Pardoe   Nov 17  2010  Coon Hunters 

June  23 2010  Hadley   Dec  15  2010 Hidden Valley 

¶  

Disclaimer: Reports contained in these minutes are as given by the reporter and don't necessarily reflect the stand or opinion of the 

Mercer Co. Federation or any of its affiliates. Any wording found within these minutes in italic form is a Secretary note or comment 

only and not directly related to the report or reporter. Any questions regarding information contained in these minutes should be 

addressed immediately to the Co. Secretary listed below. Please ask rather than Assume! 

Minutes taken and entered by Secretary Myers 

*Secretary contact information: Shawn Myers/ 523 N Broad St / Grove City, PA 16127/ Cell 724-974-9886 /E-Mail  

 mercer.county.federation@gmail.com   www.mcfsc.net 

Mercer County Federation website is available.  Please visit the site at WWW.MCFSC.NET   Feel free to offer suggestions to add 

content to the site.  Individual clubs should review their club page and supply content.  Email suggestions to 

mercer.county.federation@gmail.com. 
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 

 

 

Anglers and Boaters Asked to Contact 

State Representatives and Senators Now With 

Three Key Messages 

About the Marcellus Shale Severance Tax 

 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives, Pennsylvania Senate, and Governor Rendell have pledged to enact a 

Marcellus shale severance tax by October 1,2010. The details of how severance tax funds will be allocated are currently 

being ironed out. Anglers and boaters have a limited window of time and an historic opportunity to voice support for the 

severance tax and the dedication of funding to aquatic resource conservation.  In a call to action to conservationists across 

the Commonwealth, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission Executive Director John Arway said, "We understand the 

realities of today's natural gas rush and recognize the importance of Marcellus gas to fueling our national energy 

needs; however, this cannot be at the expense of our natural resources, since we have lived the story and have seen what 

happened to our waters when Pennsylvania coal was extracted from  our mountains almost a century ago. The funding 

generated by the severance tax has the potential to help us prevent that from happening again, but only if anglers and 

boaters act now." 
 

Anglers, boaters, and anyone else who cares about Pennsylvania's great outdoor heritage and the legacy we will leave 

future generations should contact their State Representative and State Senator as soon as possible before October I with 

the following three messages.  

 

Å Fulfill the commitment to enact the severance tax. 

Å Allocate a portion of severance tax proceeds to conservation. 

Å Dedicate funding to the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission to make sure that natural gas is developed with as little 

impact as possible to aquatic resources, fishing, and boating. 

 

Do not focus on specific pieces of legislation or specific percentage allocations to conservation priorities. Just stick to the 

three main points.  To find your Representative's and Senator's telephone numbers, consult your local telephone book or 

visit www.legis.state.pa.us.  A l ink to Mr. Arway's testimony to the House of Representatives Finance Committee 

explaining the Commission's role with Marcellus shale and the need for dedicated severance tax revenues may be found 

on the front page of the Commission's website at www.fishandboat.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/
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Attachment D 
 

 


